
The Valentine Infantry Tank: A British WWII
Wonder
As the Second World War escalated, the British Army found itself in dire
need of an infantry tank that could effectively support its advancing troops
on the battlefields of Europe and North Africa. In response, the Valentine
Infantry Tank was born, a robust and reliable armored vehicle that would
become a cornerstone of British armored forces throughout the conflict.
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Origins and Development

The Valentine's origins can be traced back to the early days of the war
when the British Army recognized the urgent requirement for a capable
infantry tank. Vickers-Armstrongs, a renowned British engineering firm, was
tasked with designing and producing a vehicle that met the following
specifications:

Adequate armor protection for infantry support
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A powerful gun capable of engaging enemy armor

Good mobility and maneuverability in various terrains

The Valentine prototype was completed in 1940 and entered production
shortly after. It featured a rugged design with sloped armor plates, providing
enhanced protection against enemy fire. The tank was armed with a 2-
pounder anti-tank gun, which was later upgraded to a more potent 6-
pounder gun in subsequent variants.

Design and Specifications

The Valentine Infantry Tank was a well-balanced and versatile armored
vehicle. It had a crew of four, including the commander, driver, gunner, and
loader. The tank's overall dimensions were 19 feet 4 inches in length, 9 feet
4 inches in width, and 7 feet 3 inches in height. It weighed approximately
17 tons.

The Valentine was powered by a 135 horsepower AEC A179 diesel engine,
giving it a maximum speed of 25 miles per hour. It had a range of
approximately 150 miles on a single fuel tank.

Combat Performance

The Valentine Infantry Tank made its combat debut in the North African
campaign in 1941. It quickly proved its worth as a reliable and effective
infantry support vehicle. The tank's armor provided adequate protection
against enemy small arms fire and artillery, while its 2-pounder gun proved
effective in engaging enemy infantry and light armored vehicles.

As the war progressed, the Valentine was deployed to various theaters,
including the Italian campaign, the Normandy landings, and the Far East. It



played a vital role in supporting British infantry throughout the conflict,
providing them with much-needed armored support and firepower.

Variants and Upgrades

Throughout its production life, the Valentine Infantry Tank underwent
several modifications and upgrades, resulting in numerous variants. Some
of the most notable variants included:

Valentine Mk. I: The original production model, armed with a 2-
pounder gun

Valentine Mk. II: Upgraded with a 6-pounder gun, providing increased
anti-tank capability

Valentine Mk. III: An improved version with thicker armor and a more
powerful engine

Valentine DD: A specialized amphibious variant for beach landings

Valentine OP: An observation post variant used for reconnaissance
and artillery spotting

Legacy and Impact

The Valentine Infantry Tank played a pivotal role in the British Army's
armored forces during World War II. Its reliability, versatility, and combat
effectiveness made it a valuable asset on various battlefields. The
Valentine also served as a base for the development of other armored
vehicles, including the Archer self-propelled anti-tank gun and the Sexton
self-propelled artillery.



After the war, the Valentine continued to serve in various armies around the
world. Many were sold or gifted to Commonwealth nations, where they
continued to be used in training and operational roles. Today, several
Valentine tanks are preserved in museums and military collections, serving
as a testament to their historical significance.

The Valentine Infantry Tank is a remarkable example of British engineering
and military innovation. Its rugged design, reliable performance, and
combat effectiveness made it a crucial component of the British armored
forces during World War II. Whether supporting infantry in North Africa,
storming beaches in Normandy, or engaging enemy armor in the Far East,
the Valentine proved its worth as a versatile and formidable armored
fighting vehicle.

For anyone interested in the history and technology of armored warfare, the
Valentine Infantry Tank is a fascinating subject. Its story is one of
innovation, determination, and the enduring legacy of a remarkable military
machine.
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