
Genealogy of Musical Meaning in Colombia:
Black Pacific Currents in Latin
This book explores the genealogy of musical meaning in Colombia,
focusing on the black Pacific currents that have shaped its music and
culture. The author argues that the music of the black Pacific coast of
Colombia has been shaped by a unique combination of African, indigenous,
and Spanish influences, and that this music has played a significant role in
the development of Colombian national identity.

The Black Pacific Coast of Colombia

The black Pacific coast of Colombia is a narrow strip of land that stretches
along the Pacific Ocean for about 1,000 kilometers. The region is home to
a diverse population of African, indigenous, and Spanish descent. The
region has a rich musical tradition that has been shaped by the diverse
influences of its people.
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African Influences

The African influence on the music of the black Pacific coast of Colombia is
evident in the use of drums, call-and-response vocals, and polyrhythms.
The drums used in this music are typically made from hollowed-out logs
and are played with sticks or hands. The call-and-response vocals are
often used in religious ceremonies and work songs. Polyrhythms are a
common feature of African music, and they are used to create a sense of
excitement and energy.

Indigenous Influences

The indigenous influence on the music of the black Pacific coast of
Colombia is evident in the use of flutes, maracas, and other traditional
instruments. The flutes are typically made from bamboo or wood, and they
are played with a variety of techniques. The maracas are made from
gourds filled with seeds or pebbles, and they are shaken to create a
rhythmic sound. Other traditional instruments include the guiro, the
tambora, and the cununo.

Spanish Influences

The Spanish influence on the music of the black Pacific coast of Colombia
is evident in the use of guitars, violins, and other European instruments.
The guitars are typically used to provide a rhythmic accompaniment to the
vocals, while the violins are used to play melodies. Other European
instruments that are used in this music include the accordion, the trumpet,
and the clarinet.

The Development of Colombian National Identity



The music of the black Pacific coast of Colombia has played a significant
role in the development of Colombian national identity. This music has
been used to express the cultural identity of the black population of
Colombia, and it has also been used to promote national unity. The music
of the black Pacific coast of Colombia is a vibrant and diverse expression of
Colombian culture, and it continues to be an important part of the country's
musical heritage.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the genealogy of musical
meaning in Colombia, with a focus on the black Pacific currents that have
shaped its music and culture. The author argues that the music of the black
Pacific coast of Colombia has been shaped by a unique combination of
African, indigenous, and Spanish influences, and that this music has played
a significant role in the development of Colombian national identity. This
book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in the music and culture
of Colombia.
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