
Egyptomania: How Our Obsession with
Ancient Egypt Shaped the Modern World
From the pyramids of Giza to the Rosetta Stone, ancient Egypt has
captivated the imaginations of people around the world for centuries. This
fascination, known as "Egyptomania," has had a profound impact on
Western culture, influencing everything from art and architecture to fashion
and popular culture.

The Origins of Egyptomania

The roots of Egyptomania can be traced back to the Renaissance, when
European scholars and artists rediscovered the writings of ancient Greek
historians such as Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus. These accounts
sparked a renewed interest in the civilization that had flourished along the
banks of the Nile River.
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In the 18th century, the discovery of the Rosetta Stone by French soldiers
during Napoleon's Egyptian campaign provided a key to deciphering the
ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs. This breakthrough allowed scholars to begin
to understand the history, culture, and beliefs of the Egyptians, fueling even
greater enthusiasm for all things Egyptian.

The Grand Tour and the Rise of Tourism

The Grand Tour, a tradition of young aristocratic Europeans traveling to
Italy and other parts of Europe for educational purposes, played a major
role in spreading Egyptomania. Wealthy travelers brought home souvenirs,
such as Egyptian artifacts and reproductions, which fueled the demand for
all things Egyptian in their home countries.

By the mid-19th century, tourism to Egypt had become a popular pastime,
with wealthy foreigners flocking to see the ancient pyramids and temples.
The construction of the Suez Canal in 1869 made Egypt even more
accessible to European travelers, further fueling the Egyptomania craze.

Egyptomania in Art and Architecture

The influence of Egyptomania can be seen in countless works of art and
architecture from the 18th century onwards. The Egyptian Revival style,
characterized by the use of Egyptian motifs such as lotus buds, scarabs,
and pyramids, became popular in architecture, furniture, and decorative
arts.

Prominent examples of Egyptian Revival architecture include the British
Museum in London, the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., and
the Luxor Hotel in Las Vegas.



Egyptomania in Fashion and Popular Culture

Egyptomania also had a major impact on fashion and popular culture.
Egyptian-inspired clothing, jewelry, and accessories became fashionable,
particularly among women.

In the early 20th century, the discovery of King Tutankhamun's tomb in
1922 sparked a renewed wave of Egyptomania. The public was captivated
by the beauty and opulence of the artifacts found in the tomb, and Egyptian
motifs became even more popular in fashion and popular culture.

Today, Egyptomania continues to influence modern culture, appearing in
everything from movies and television shows to video games and toys.

The Legacy of Egyptomania

Egyptomania has had a lasting legacy on Western culture. It has not only
shaped our understanding of ancient Egypt, but it has also inspired
countless works of art, architecture, and popular culture.

The fascination with ancient Egypt continues to this day, as evidenced by
the popularity of museums and exhibitions dedicated to Egyptian
archaeology. Egyptomania is a testament to the enduring power of the
ancient Egyptian civilization and its ability to capture the imagination of
people around the world.

Egyptomania is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that has
influenced Western culture for centuries. From its origins in the
Renaissance to its continued popularity today, Egyptomania has shaped
our understanding of ancient Egypt, inspired countless works of art, and left
a lasting legacy on modern culture.
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