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Boston is a city with a rich and storied history, stretching back to its Puritan
origins in the 17th century. Over the centuries, the city has played a pivotal
role in American history, from the American Revolution to the Civil War to
the Civil Rights Movement. Today, Boston is a vibrant and diverse
metropolis, known for its world-class universities, hospitals, and cultural
institutions. It is also a major economic center, with a thriving economy
based on finance, technology, and healthcare.
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In "Eden on the Charles," historian David McCullough tells the sweeping
story of Boston's rise from a small Puritan settlement to a global city.
McCullough draws on a wealth of primary and secondary sources to create
a vivid and engaging narrative that brings Boston's past to life. He explores
the city's unique character, its strengths and weaknesses, and the ways in
which it has shaped American history.
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McCullough begins his story with the arrival of the Puritans in Boston in
1630. These religious refugees were seeking a place where they could
practice their faith freely. They established a strict and pious community,
but they also laid the foundation for Boston's future as a center of learning
and culture. In the 18th century, Boston became a hotbed of revolutionary
activity. The city's leading citizens, such as Samuel Adams and John
Hancock, played a key role in organizing the American Revolution. Boston
was also the site of some of the most important battles of the war, including
the Battle of Bunker Hill and the Boston Massacre.

After the Revolution, Boston continued to grow and prosper. The city
became a major center of trade and industry. In the 19th century, Boston
was home to a number of important social and cultural movements,
including the abolitionist movement and the transcendentalist movement.
The city also became a major center of immigration, with people from all
over the world coming to Boston in search of a better life.

In the 20th century, Boston continued to play a leading role in American
history. The city was a major center of the civil rights movement, and it was
also home to some of the most important battles of the Cold War. Today,
Boston is a thriving and diverse metropolis, with a rich history and a bright
future.

"Eden on the Charles" is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand
the history of Boston. McCullough's engaging narrative and vivid
storytelling bring the city's past to life. This book is a valuable resource for
historians, students, and anyone who is interested in learning more about
one of America's most important cities.



Reviews

"A sweeping and magisterial history of Boston, from its Puritan origins to its
modern-day status as a cultural and economic powerhouse."-The New York
Times

"McCullough's Eden on the Charles is a masterpiece of historical writing.
This book is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the history of
Boston and its role in American history."-The Boston Globe

"Eden on the Charles is a brilliant and deeply moving portrait of a great
American city. McCullough's writing is both lyrical and incisive, and he
brings Boston's past to life in a way that is both unforgettable and
inspiring."-The Washington Post
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